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S U M M A R Y
In the summer of 2017, we deployed 174 three-component nodal geophones along a 130 km
west–east line across the central Oregon forearc lasting about 40 d. Our goal was to evaluate
the possibility of imaging the lithospheric structure in detail with a dense but short-duration
sampling of passive seismic signals. In this study, we used passive recordings from the nodal
array and the previous CASC93 broad-band array along the same line to calculate noise cross-
correlations. Fundamental Rayleigh wave signals were observed in the cross-correlations
between 3 and 15 s period. To enhance the signal and simultaneously measure the phase
velocity, we employed a double beamforming method. At each period and location, a source
beam and a receiver beam were selected and the cross-correlations between the two were
shifted and stacked based on the presumed local velocities. A 2-D grid search was then used
to find the best velocities at the source and receiver location. Multiple velocity measurements
were obtained at each location by using different source and receiver pairs, and the final
velocity and uncertainty at each location were determined using the mean and the standard
deviation of the mean. All available phase velocities across the profile were then used to invert
for a 2-D shear wave crustal velocity model. Well resolved shallow slow velocity anomalies
are observed corresponding to the sediments within the Willamette Valley, and fast velocity
anomalies are observed in the mid-to-lower crust likely associated with the Siletzia terrane.
We demonstrate that the ambient noise double beamforming method is an effective tool to
image detailed lithospheric structures across a dense and large-scale (>100 km) temporary
seismic array.

Key words: Crustal imaging; Seismic interferometry; Seismic noise; Seismic tomography;
Surface waves and free oscillations.

1 I N T RO D U C T I O N A N D T E C T O N I C
B AC KG RO U N D

Surface wave tomography is one of the main tools used to image the
shallow earth structure. Traditional earthquake-based surface wave
tomography usually focuses on long period signals that are mostly
sensitive to upper-mantle structures (e.g. Friederich 1998; Ritz-
woller & Levshin 1998; Levshin et al. 2001; Ritzwoller et al. 2002;
Trampert & Woodhouse 2003; Levshin et al. 2005; Prindle & Tan-
imoto 2006; Adams et al. 2012), while ambient-noise-tomography
extends the usable signal to shorter periods where detailed crustal
structure can be imaged with data from continental, regional or local
seismic arrays (e.g. Shapiro et al. 2005; Yao et al. 2008; Lin et al.
2007, 2008, 2013; Ward et al. 2013, Ekström 2014; Ward 2015;
Zigone et al. 2015; Roux et al. 2016; Wang et al. 2017). While
broad-band instruments are often used to study the continental to

regional lithospheric structure, recent studies demonstrate that inex-
pensive and easy-to-deploy nodal geophone instruments can record
passive seismic signals below the instruments corner frequency (i.e.
10 or 5 Hz; Lin et al. 2013; Wang et al. 2017; Ward & Lin 2017).

To evaluate the possibility of studying regional scale tectonic
structure based on a temporary large-N nodal array, a dense three-
component 5 Hz geophone linear array (ZO2017) was deployed in
central Oregon (Fig. 1) that closely followed the previous Cascadia
1993–94 (CASC93) broad-band deployment. The CASC93 array
has been widely used to study structure of the Cascadia subduc-
tion zone. For example, Bostock et al. (2002) found low seismic
velocities related to an inverted continental Moho using the con-
verted teleseismic waves. Receiver function analysis from teleseis-
mic events have been used to study the deep crustal fracture zones
in the Cascadia forearc (Audet et al. 2010) and to constrain the slab
morphology (Tauzin et al. 2017). While the primary goal of our ex-
periment was to assess the feasibility of studying subduction zone
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Double beamforming tomography 1669

Figure 1. (a). The broad-band array CASC93 (black triangles) and MT survey array EMSL (Wannamaker et al. 2014) (blue diamonds) with topography shown
in the background. The orange triangle is the broad-band station COR in the IU network. (b). The zoom in plot of the red box in (a). ZO2017 stations are
shown as golden circles; the CASC93 stations are shown as black triangles. The red arrow points to a location at 30 km east of the shore which will be used as
the example location in section 2.2. The blue triangle and red star are the source stations for the cross-correlation records shown in Fig. 3 for the CASC93 and
ZO2017 arrays, respectively.

structure with receiver function analysis (Audet et al. 2010; Tauzin
et al. 2017; Ward & Lin 2017), unanticipated longer period tele-
seismic surface wave signals up to 120 s period were recorded from
teleseismic events (Fig. 2 and Supporting Information Fig. S1). The
band-passed earthquake waveforms recorded by the geophones are
highly consistent with those recorded by a nearby broad-band sta-
tion (COR; orange triangle in Fig. 1a). The broad period range of the
nodal instrument’s sensitivity opens up the possibility of comple-
menting existing broad-band data to investigate the detailed crustal
structure with ambient noise tomography.

The Cascadia subduction zone is a 1000-km long plate boundary
separating the oceanic Juan de Fuca and continental North Ameri-
can plates. In this study, we focused on the crustal structure of the
top 24 km in the Cascadia forearc region in central Oregon. Three
major physiographic provinces exist in our study region: the Ore-
gon Coast Range, the Willamette Valley and the Western Cascades
(Fig. 1b). The present-day central Oregon Cascadia forearc formed
on the ocean floor until it was uplifted ∼12 Ma ago (Wells 2006).
The basement of the forearc region is composed of the Siletzia ter-
rane, which is an accumulation of submarine and subaerial oceanic
basalt forming around 55–49 Ma and is interpreted to result from the
Yellowstone hotspot passing over this part of the plate system (Mc-
Crory & Wilson 2013; Wells et al. 2014). On top of the Siletzia base-
ment, marine siltstone and sandstones were deposited in the forearc
basin during the accretion of the Siletzia terrane that uplifted West-
ern Oregon above sea level and created the Coast Range ∼12 Ma
(Wells 2006). Further inland, subduction-related volcanic activity
has produced in the Cascade Range since ∼40 Ma ago. The Western
Cascades have not been volcanically active since ∼17 Ma and are

mainly composed of basalts and basaltic andesite representing the
western flanks of the once wider volcanic arc. About 18–15 Ka ago,
the Missoula glacial outburst floods filled the Willamette basin with
silts and sands. In the lower-to-mid crust beneath the Willamette
Valley, Wannamaker et al. (2014) observed a conductive region
interpreted as subduction-related fluids migrating to crustal depths.

Since the double beamforming method was first proposed by
Krüger et al. (1993, 1996) to analyse seismic asymmetric multi-
path effects and study inhomogeneity at the core–mantle boundary
using nuclear sources, it has been used to image lower-mantle het-
erogeneities (Scherbaum et al. 1997), select and identify different
body wave phases with synthetic data (Boué et al. 2013), enhance
surface wave signals from ambient noise cross-correlations across
the Transportable array (USArray; Boué et al. 2014) and identify
and enhance body and surface waves from noise cross-correlations
of dense geophone arrays (Nakata et al. 2016). In this study, we
apply an array-based surface wave double beamforming tomog-
raphy method to the ambient noise cross-correlations across the
ZO2017 nodal and CASC93 linear arrays. Our tomography results
reveal the slow velocity sediments in the Willamette basin at shallow
depths (<6 km), the fast velocity basaltic Siletzia terrane at mid-to-
lower crustal depths (>7 km) and a low-velocity anomaly beneath
the Willamette valley (>15 km) likely associated with subduction-
related fluid migration.

2 DATA A N D M E T H O D S

In this study, we used ambient noise data from two seismic arrays.
One is the nodal geophone array ZO2017 (Ward et al. 2017; Fig. 1)
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1670 Y. Wang, F.-C. Lin and K.M. Ward

Figure 2. Rayleigh wave signals from the magnitude 7.7 earthquake at Komandorskiye Ostrova Region, Russia (54.47◦ N, 168.81◦ E) on 2017 July 17, recorded
by the ZO2017 array (black) and a broad-band station COR (red), bandpassed at 20–40, 40–60, 60–80 and 80–120 s periods, respectively. No instrument
response was removed from any of the traces. The location of the station COR is shown as an orange triangle in Fig. 1(a).

which consists of 174 three-component 5 Hz geophones deployed
for about 40 d from 2017 June to August along an ∼130 km west–
east survey line. The array stretched from the west coast of Oregon to
the Western Cascades with 500 m station spacing. The other seismic
array is a three-component broad-band seismometer array CASC93
(Trehu et al. 1994; Rondenay et al. 2001; Fig. 1) that consists of 69
stations deployed for about a year from 1993 to 1994. The broad-
band array is about 300 km long with ∼5 km station spacing, along
the same survey line as the nodal geophone array but extends further
to the east.

2.1 Cross-correlations

We calculate ambient noise cross-correlations between each station
pair for both ZO2017 and CASC93 arrays, respectively. The process
of cross-correlation is similar to that described by Lin et al. (2013)
but adapted for three-component noise data. First, the north-, east-
and vertical-component noise data were cut into 1 hr segments and
transformed to the frequency domain. Then the spectra of all three
components were whitened equally based on the vertical compo-
nent and 9-components cross-correlations were computed for each
station pair. Next, the 1 hr 9-component cross-correlations were nor-
malized equally by the maximum amplitude of the vertical–vertical
cross-correlation after being transformed back into the time do-
main. All 1-hr normalized cross-correlations were then stacked to

obtain the final cross-correlations for each station pair. In this study,
although we used multiple components of the cross-correlations to
examine the particle motions of the surface waves, only vertical–
vertical cross-correlations were used in our tomography results.

Fig. 3 shows the vertical–vertical cross-correlation record sec-
tions between a source station and all receiver stations for ZO2017
and CASC93 arrays, respectively. Clear fundamental Rayleigh
waves were observed in the cross-correlations at 3–15 s periods
and are highly asymmetric for all periods. For receiver stations
on the east of the source station, the Rayleigh wave signals only
exist on the positive time lags, while for receiver stations on the
west of the source station, the signals only exist on the negative
time lags. This indicates that almost all of the noise energy is from
the west likely caused by the ocean–solid earth interaction (Has-
selmann 1963) and/or counterpropagating ocean waves interaction
(Longuet-Higgins 1950) near the Oregon coast. In the following
analysis, we only used positive time lags of the cross-correlations
of all west–east source–receiver pairs.

2.2 Double beamforming tomography

In this study, we develop a double beamforming method that utilizes
the dense array configuration to enhance the signal while simulta-
neously directly measuring the surface wave phase velocities from

D
ow

nloaded from
 https://academ

ic.oup.com
/gji/article-abstract/217/3/1668/5365997 by U

niversity of U
tah Eccles H

ealth Sciences Library user on 14 June 2019



Double beamforming tomography 1671

Figure 3. (a)–(c): Cross-correlation record sections calculated between a source nodal station (red star in Fig. 1) and all other ZO2017 array stations, bandpassed
centred at 3, 8 and 14 s period. The red line is a reference line with 3.0 km s−1 velocity; (d)–(f): Same as the (a)–(c) but for the CASC93 array. The centre
station is shown as a blue triangle in Fig. 1.

both ZO2017 and CASC93 arrays. The first step involves select-
ing the beam width (D) which controls the limitation of the lateral
imaging resolution. Under the ray theory framework, we do not
aim to resolve structures smaller than half of the selected wave-
length (Wang & Dahlan 1995). Here we selected the beam width
as half the wavelength for the ZO2017 array and required the beam
width to be greater than 10 km for 3–5 s period and greater than
16 km for 6–9 s period. The minimum beam width threshold pre-
vents too few stations from being used in the beam and ensures the
number of waveforms is sufficient to produce robust results. For
the CASC93 array, since the stations spacing is much larger than
ZO2017, we used one wavelength as the beam width and the same
period-dependent minimal beam width threshold.

For a source beam centred at Xsc and a receiver beam centred
at X rc, considering the beam width (D), the range of the source
beam is (Xsc−D/2)—(Xsc+D/2) and the range of the receiver beam
is (X rc−D/2)—(X rc+D/2). We use the cross-correlations between
stations in the source beam and stations in the receiver beam, and
band-passed these waveforms around a specific period (T). Note
that a far-field criterion (Yao et al. 2006; Wang et al. 2017) was
imposed to remove station pairs with distances shorter than 1 wave-
length (at 6–15 s) and 1.5 wavelength (at 3–5 s). The slightly less
strict criterion for long periods is to retain sufficient number of

cross-correlations for beamforming analysis. To only stack the fun-
damental Rayleigh waves, we set a period-dependent maximum
velocity vmax (empirically determined as 2.0–4.7 km s for 3–15 s
signals) and calculated a minimum arrival time tmin = d/vmax, where
d is the interstation distance. The 0 s—tmin of the waveforms was cut
out and tmin to tmin + T/2 was tapered with a cosine function. After
the cutting and tapering, the waveforms were normalized by the
maximum amplitude, shifted and stacked. This process affectively
removes spurious precursor and higher mode signals. The stacked
waveform in our analysis is calculated similar to eq. (1) in Nakata
et al. (2016) but simplified for surface waves across a 1-D array:

Z (us, ur, t) = 1

Ns Nr

Ns∑
i = 1

Nr∑
j = 1

z
(
si , r j , t − τs + τr

)
, (1)

where Z is the stacked waveform, us and ur are the Rayleigh wave
phase slowness at the source and receiver sides, t is time lag, Ns

and Nr are the number of stations within the source and receiver
beams, respectively, and si and r j represent the source and receiver
stations. τs and τr are shift times which are defined as

τs = (Xsi − Xsc) us, (2)

and

τr = (
Xr j − X rc

)
ur, (3)
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1672 Y. Wang, F.-C. Lin and K.M. Ward

Figure 4. (a) Stacked waveforms with different source beam slowness us and receiver beam slowness ur. The us and ur are shown on the titles of the subplots.
(b) The maximum envelope amplitude of the stacked waveforms with respect to the source side slowness us and receiver side slowness ur. The black cross
marks the location with the maximum amplitude.

Figure 5. Histograms of the slowness measurements at 30 km east of the coast (red arrow in Fig. 1b) at 3, 5 and 8 s period for ZO2017 array (top) and CASC93
array (bottom).

where Xsi and Xr j are the location of the source station si and re-
ceiver station r j . Here we assume there is no off-great-circle propa-
gation. We note that the method can be expanded to spontaneously
evaluate the direction of wave propagation in addition to the phase
slowness with the presence of 2-D arrays.

Next, the envelope function of the stacked waveform was calcu-
lated:

A (us, ur, t) = |H (Z (us, ur, t))| , (4)

where A is the envelope function and H represents the Hilbert
transform operator. Fig. 4 shows an example of the stacked cross-
correlations with various different slowness for one source and
receiver beam pair where the source beam centred at X sc = 30 km
(distance from the coast) and the receiver beam centred at X rc =
100 km. If the us and ur closely represent the slowness of the struc-
ture at the source and the receiver sides, the waveforms would stack
constructively, and the stacked waveform would have the highest
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Double beamforming tomography 1673

Figure 6. (a)–(c) Slowness measurements across the arrays at 3, 5 and 8 s period for the ZO2017 array (blue) and the CASC93 array (red). Error bars represent
the uncertainties or standard deviation of the mean.

amplitude. To determine the best slowness, we performed a 2-D
grid search looking for the maximum amplitude of the stacked en-
velope waveforms (Fig. 4b).

To repeatedly measure slowness and statically determine uncer-
tainty, we moved the source beam and the receiver beam and repeat
the double beamforming process. The source beam moves from the
west end of the array to the east end of the array, and the receiver
beam moved from the east of the source beam to the east end of the
array, under the condition that the far-field criterions are satisfied.
Given the station spacing for the two seismic arrays, the source and
receiver beam movement increment is 1 km for the ZO2017 array
and 5 km for the CASC93 array. By using all available source beam–
receiver beam combinations, numerous slowness measurements can
be obtained at each location across the array. The final slowness at a
particular location is determined as the mean value of all the slow-
ness measurements after removing extreme measurements beyond
two standard deviations. The uncertainty is determined by the stan-
dard deviation of the mean, which is the standard deviation divided
by the squared root of the number of independent measurements.
Note that while we use overlapping beams to obtain all available
slowness measurements, we determine the number of independent
measurements based on the number of non-overlapping beams. To
statistically obtain a mean slowness and uncertainty at a particular
location, we require the number of measurements to be greater than
20 for the ZO2017 array data, and greater than 10 for the CASC93
array data.

Fig. 5 shows example histograms of the slowness measurements
at a location 30 km east of the coast (red arrow in Fig. 1b) at 3,
5 and 8 s period for both the ZO2017 and CASC93 arrays. At 3 s
period, we observe that the ZO2017 measurements are better con-
strained resulting in lower uncertainty estimates, whereas at longer
periods, the CASC93 array data performs better. The short-period
measurements are more robust for the ZO2017 array mostly due to
the dense distribution of stations. The long-period measurements
are more robust for the CASC93 array which might result from: (1)
the CASC93 array being deployed for a longer time (1 yr) compared
to the ZO2017 array (40 d), thus the Rayleigh waves have a higher
signal/noise ratio and the noise source is more homogeneous; and/or
(2) the broad-band stations having a stronger sensitivity to longer
period signals, especially when the signal is relatively weak.

For each period, the mean slowness and its uncertainty at each lo-
cation were used to construct phase slowness cross-sections across
the entire line. Fig. 6 shows the slowness cross-sections at 3, 5 and
8 s period for both ZO2017 and CASC93 arrays. Then the slowness
for all periods used in our study were combined and converted to 2-
D phase velocity profiles for the two arrays (Fig. 7). The valid period
ranges at each location for ZO2017 and CASC93 cross-sections are
different due to the difference in array aperture and the requirement
of minimal number of measurements mentioned in the previous
paragraphs. We observe lower uncertainty estimates at shorter peri-
ods for the ZO2017 array and lower uncertainty estimates at longer
periods for the CASC93 array. While a clear correlation can be
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1674 Y. Wang, F.-C. Lin and K.M. Ward

Figure 7. (a,b) Rayleigh wave phase velocity cross-sections and (c,d) uncertainties for the ZO2017 array and the CASC93 array.

observed between the nodal and broad-band slowness profiles, they
differ in detail mostly due to differences in spatial resolution but
also from differences in the noise distribution between the two ex-
periments.

Comparing the velocity profiles (Fig. 7) from the two arrays,
it can be noted that at short periods (<6 s) the velocity structure
patterns are similar for the two data sets. At longer periods (>6 s),
the uncertainties of the ZO2017 array profile increase significantly,
and the reliability of the velocity structure degrades considerably.
For example, the ellipse-shaped fast anomaly at 6–10 s period at
−124.0 to −123.8 degrees is likely a spurious anomaly, given that it
is not observed in the CASC93 array profile. We believe this bias is
caused by the inhomogeneous noise source distribution. When the
noise source direction is not parallel to the survey line, the velocity
of the surface waves in the cross-correlations could be faster when
compared to the homogenous noise distribution scenario (Lin et al.
2008; Yao & van der Hilst 2009). Although Rayleigh waves on the
RR components are less sensitive to the inhomogeneity of noise

source distribution (Xu et al. 2018) and would be useful to correct
for the bias, the Rayleigh waves on the RR components cross-
correlations of the ZO2017 array are too weak to be observed for
stations near the coast, particularly at longer periods (>6 s) likely
due to the higher instrument/local noise observed in the horizontal
components.

The bias due to an uneven source distribution is likely exacerbated
at longer periods due to a wider stationary phase region, particu-
larly for shorter distance interstation pairs (Snieder 2004). The fast
velocity zone at 6–10 s period beneath the Willamette Valley in the
ZO2017 array data is likely caused by the same reason. The ZO2017
array was only deployed for 40 d in the summer months, and the
noise source distribution at 6–10 s period might be significantly off
our survey line. On the contrary, the CASC93 array was deployed
for a year, thus the year-averaged noise source would presumably
distribute more homogenously than our nodal geophone data. Note
that even for the CASC93 array data, the noise source is not ex-
pected to be completely homogenously distributed, and we expect
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